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My name is Sandra Joseph and I represent the Nooksack
Tribe. Thank you for allowing me to speak on this issue
that will greatly impact my Tribe.

IGRA did not confer the right for gaming to the Tribes: it
limited our rights. IGRA reserved Class 11 garﬁing to the
Tribes, free from interference by state governments. The
spirit of IGRA and Class II was to give the tribes a product
that would ultimately compete with Class III machines. It
also allowed tribes to have a bargaining chip in Class 111
negotiations. Class II machines have helped the tribes
make a profit in gaming. Your regulations take all of this
away. How can your regulations take away what Congress
has given the tribes? These regulations do not seek to
regulate, they seek to eliminate Class II gaming from the
tribes. How can you regulate a thing out of existence?
How can you, in good conscience, do this?

These regulations seek to change court decisions won by
the tribes on Class II machines. Only Congress can modify
non-constitutional court decisions. What the Department of
Justice could not obtain in the courts or the halls of
Congress they seek to do so through you. I understood that
the NIGC was an independent, Federal agency. Why is
your agency carrying firewood for the DOJ?

This so-called consultation process is just a blip in your
agenda to get these regulations passed by the end of the
year. A public hearing is necessary to allow adequate input
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from the tribes on these regulations. Why the rush to pass
these so quickly? Especially in light of the ecommomic
damage this will do to the tribes, including the Nooksack
Tribe. This is not a consultation; this is just a collection of
comments by individual tribes.

The NIGC selected a seven-member tribal advisory
committee to assist with the development of its Class II
regulations. Despite frequent and unanimous objections by
the advisory committee to the decisions made by the NIGC
in developing the regulations, the NIGC rejected every
significant objection made by the advisory committee.
Contrary to the concept of an “advisory” committee, almost
all drafting of the regulations was done by the NIGC
behind closed doors without any involvement by the
members of the advisory committee. The NIGC also-
refused to follow any of the major recommendations made
by the advisory committee, tribes and tribal organizations
in response to the various drafts of the regulations
circulated by the NIGC.

IGRA gave the tribal gaming agencies the primary role of
regulating Class II machines. The Nooksack Tribe has a
so-called Certificate of Self Regulation from the NIGC.
The proposed regulations would put tribal gaming
commissions entirely on the sidelines, with all important
decisions on Class IT games left to the NIGC. These
regulations ignore tribal sovereignty altogether.

No serious effort has been made to determine what the
tribal regulatory impact would be and how much it may



333333333323 133233)333333333333131313331313131333\W\\Nv

cost tribes in terms of lost employment, tribal regulatory
costs, etc. The Nooksack Tribe stands to lose millions of
dollars due to these regulations.

Lack of regulatory impact is flagrant violation of Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act, Regulatory Flexibility Act, Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act.

Your agency seeks to ruin Class II gaming for the Tribes.

All of these regulations should be run through a shredder.

If you proceed with these regulations, the Nooksack Tribe
demands the following changes be made:

e Remove the prohibition of Auto Daub.
¢ Remove the 10 second delay in play.

e Remove the display restriction; two screen, multiple
card display requirements, etc.

e Remove all provisions under which the NIGC
attempts to assert jurisdiction over private, 3" party
gaming laboratories.

Addtionally:

Alternative classification and technical standards offered by
tribes must be considered and followed with a report that
explains why or why not the NIGC has not incorporated a
submitted alternative.
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The Government-to-Government Executive Order, the
Administrative Procedure Act and stated NIGC policy
require consultation including consideration of suggested
regulatory alternatives.

The effective date/compliance deadlines are inadequate to
allow tribes and manufacturers to design, certify and
implement games which are compliant. The NIGC must
Strike Section 546.10(e)(3).

The NIGC must hold public hearings on the proposed
classification and forthcoming technical standards.

Insert a tiered implementation of regulations allowing for
orderly transition/change out of equipment.

The proposed classification regulations and technical
standards must be published in the Federal Register

together, at least once more to ensure adequate review and
comment period.

The discretionary 60 day objection period by NIGC must
be made mandatory. Please, do not destroy what the Tribes
have worked towards since the passage of IGRA.

Work with the Tribes to create acceptable regulations.
With Federal funds diminishing every year, think of the
tribal people who will be harmed. We are fighting for our
legal rights, our sovereignty, and our people.

The Nooksack Indian tribe has made the decisions to build
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a Class II Casino. This decision is based on the success we
have seen from the Class II product for the past two years
in our existing property. The changes that you are
proposing at this time would render the product to a point
of not being able to compete with the Class III machines in
Washington State. We are at the point of no return in the
development and significant investment of our new
Northwood Crossings Casino. The proposed rule changes
would be disastrous to our Tribe and community. Our new
Class II Casino will provide the Nooksack Indian Tribe an
additional revenue base to provide for our Elders, children
and all other tribal members.

We will continue building our new Casino.

We will continue to provide for our community.

Please be especially considerate to our Tribes Situation
when making these decisions.

Sincerely, on the behalf of the Nooksack Indian Tribe,

Sandra Joseph

Nooksack Tribal Council
Nooksack Indian Tribe
5016 Deming Rd.

PO Box 157

Deming Washington
98244
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OPINION

The Bellingham Herald July 3rd, 2005

UR VIEW

Casinos bring business,
cash to Whatcom Count

A recent economic study showed what we
hope that Whatcom county residents already re-
alize: tribal casinos and their spin-off businesses
are important to the local economy.

The study showed Indian gaming in Washing-
ton generated $988 million in revenue in 2004,
the sixth-highest amount of any state in the
nation.

The study did not have any county or tribe-
specific revenue figures, and local casinos
would not release the information, but the recent
growth at the Lummi Nation’s Silver Reef
Casino has led officials there to break ground on
the construction of a six-story hotel, spa and res-
taurant along with an expansion of the casino.

The Nooksack Tribe is still working on plans
to replace the Nooksack River Casino with a
new casino, hotel and RV park across the Mount
Baker Highway from the curent location.

These projects are important economic invest-
ments in our county.

The Silver Reef Casino employs 350 people
today, and that number is expected to jump to
about 425 once the hotel opens. The hotel and
expansion project is worth some $24 million in
construction and other work.

The Nooksack River Casino currently em-
ploys nearly 300 people. The nearby

Skagit Casino, just over the county line in Bow,
employs more than 300 more, some of whom
are Whatcom County residents.

Tribal members and nontribal members work
mn these jobs. According to Jim Vleming, the
state labor economist who studies Whatcom
County, less that 50 percent of casino workers
across the state are tribal members.

Vleming said many of the jobs at the casinos
pay better than average wages for our area, es-
pecilly when you count tips. Both the Lummi
and Nooksack casinos are amoung the top 25
employers in the county.

The casinos also draw Canadians across the
border to spend money and help generate trade
for many other businesses.

Also as part of agreements with the state, tribes
pay a portion of their revenues to charity, gov-
ernment services and to community impact fees.

In Washington, area tribes contributed $9.9
million to state and local government, the study
found.

Too often people tend to think of Indian
gaming as only a tribal issuc. But the success of
Whatcom County’s tribal casinos is a benefit to
all of us.
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2)UR VIEW

2 Tribal investments
boost local economy
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Whatcom County’s two American Indian tribes are
poised to have even more positive impact on the
economy.

In the last week, both the Lummi Nation and the
Nooksack Indian Tribe have announced they are con-
sidering major new porjects that could help the tribes
financially, and help the county overall.

The Nooksacks announced Wednesday they are plan-
ing to build a second casino. The tribe already has the
Nooksack River Casino in Deming. But officials want
to take advantage of the proximity to Canada by build-
ing a second casino on tribal property north of Lynden.

The proposed Northwood’s Crossing Casino would be
built at the northeast corner of Northwood and Halver-
stick Roads. The area is rural in nature, seemingly
remote, until you consider is within close driving dis-
tance of both the Sumas and Lynden Border crossings.
the $14 million, 25,800 square-foot casino would likely
draw as many Canadians as northern county residents
at that location.

Tribal officials say the casino would have 500 video
slot machines, a 30-seat poker room, two restaurants
and a gift shop. They hope to break ground late next
month.

OfTicials also say the casino would create 250 jobs.
The profits they make there would be used mostly to
help with a bigger construction project in Deming. The
tribe wants to build a new, bigger Nooksack River
Casino, with a hotel and resort on 40-acres near where
the current Nooksack River Casino sits on the Mount
Baker Highway. Officials say that project could not
only appeal to gamblers but also serve as a hotel and
resort for skiers traveling up the highway

to the Mt. Baker Ski Area.

Meanwhile, Lummi Nation officials announced earlier
in the week that they are beginning studics on a proposed
new marina at Gooseberry point, on the Lummi Penin-
sula.

Lummi officials say they hope that a marina would
serve the dual purpose of creating moorage space for rec-
reational boaters while providing a home to the remnants
of the tribal commercial fishing fleet. That fishing fleet
has decreased in recent years as salmon have become
more scarce and restrictions on fishing times have tight-
ened.

A study of the marina idea will reveal both whether 1t
is feasible and how much of an economic impact it might
have for the tribe and for the county as a whole. Ifit is
ever built, a Lummi marina could be a huge investment
and an economic shot in the arm to the reservation and
the Gooseberry Point area.

Gooseberry point was once home to the Lummi
casino. But that casino closed in the 1990’s. The
Lummis now operate the Silver Reef Casino closer to In-
terstate 5, at the intersection of Slater Road and Haxton
Way.

A new hotel and spa arc under construction at the
Silver Reef and are expected to open this summer.

Tribal governements are small when compared to
bigger counties cities such as Belingham. But the eco-
nomic impact of their investments, such as the casinos
and the Northwest Indian College at Lummt has a much
larger effect on the county -- drawing people from out-
side to spend money here.

We hope all of the tribal enterprises are successful A
healthy economy for the tribe is good not only for tribal
members, but for everyone in Whatcom County.
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360.383.2045

Ellyn Erickson
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www.mtbaker.wednet.e

Nooksack Tribal Council
P.O. Box 157
Deming, WA 98244

June 20, 2006

Dear Tribal Council;

On behalf of the Mount Baker School Board and the entire Mount Baker
Community I want to express our deepest appreciation for the recent donation
that you made to the Mount Baker School District. The donation is significant
not only in that the money will be used to enhance our support for Native
American students, but also because it represents the wonderful relationship

that Mount Baker School District has with the Nooksack Tribe and the
Nooksack River Casino.

Mount Baker School District places great value on the relationship that we
have with the Nooksack Tribe. Mount Baker School District has always
found communication with the Tribal Council to be excellent; we have always
been able to work together in a creative and productive manner. Similarly, we
have found the Nooksack River Casino management to be excellent to work
with and have had opportunities to partner on several projects.

Thank you again and best wishes for continued success in all of your

endeavors. We arc honored to be your neighbors and greatly appreciate your
continued interest in our schools’ efforts.

Sincerely,

FANL Sl

Dr. Richard Gantman
Superintendent
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sCHOOL DISTRICT . R

Board of Directors
fYer: Nadenn, Previdenl
s Freeman
Trich Hart
R Pleiffer-Hapt .
David Smith Aprll 39 2002
District Admintstration
: 360183 :“: Rick George .
intenden - .
i B o Nooksack Tribal Council
Ascstant Superiatendent P.O Box 157
Tim Yeomans .
Speciat Projects Director Deming, WA 98244
. Gary Wall
Snecial Programs Director
Patricia Riehes .
160,183 2012 Dear Rick:
Curriculum Direcror »
Trina Hal . .
- ;;ﬂzn?; I want to express my deep appreciation for the work that you and the Council do
in the effort to improve our community. Ilook forward to many years of the
School Principals Nooksack Tribe and the Mount Baker School District working together to serve
Acme the wonderful people in our community and to make this bcautiful place an even
¥0.383.2043 better community to live in.
Ettyn Ericksan v
Harmony . .
360,383 20%0 I am excited to get to know the new Council members and to continue working
fames frey with the Council in the ongoing development of the relationship between the
“ };‘f‘;?" Nooksack Tribe and the Mount Baker School District.
360,384 40
(n-Principat .
Davit Baeringa Thank you again for all of the work that you do. Please let me know if I can be of
(a-Principal any assistance in your efforts,
O« Heidi Weisert- Pratow
Mount Baker
Junior High School .
3601722 0% Respecttully,
Charics Burdeigh M W W
Mount Baker High Schonl g
360.393.2015 .
' mmp; Richard Gantman Ed.D.
Steve King Superintendent
Assistant Pringipal
Laura Gerhardt
Transportation &
Facifitles
Supervhsar
Frank Cam
30383 00
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Trina Halt
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School Principals
Acme
360.383.204¢

Hliyn Erickson

Harmony
360323709
Jamies Frey

Kendall

160 383.2055
Cn-Pringipal

David Boerlnga

(o Principa!

Tir_ Heidi Worsert-Peainw

Mount Baker
Juniar High Schoo!
360.343.2030
Charles Burleigh

Mounr Baker High School
360.383.2018

Principal

Steve King

Assistant Priricipal

Laura Gerhardy
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Supervisor

Trank Cain
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PO Box 95 - 4956 Deming
Deming. WA 98244-00
www.mtbaker.wednet.e

April 15, 2005

Tim Chappclle

Administration for Children & Families

Office of Grants Management .
Division of Discretionary Grants

370 L Enfant Promenade, SW

Washington D.C. 20447

Re:  Sphere of Caring Program

Dcar Mr. Chappelle:

Many of the Nooksack Tribe children attend our schools and we have thus
worked closely with the Tribe for many years. Furthermore, our school district
and the Tribe are committed to an ongoing partnership to improve our children’s
lives and our community.

The Mount Baker School District is in strong support of the Tribe’s application to
ANA for social development funding to implement the Sphere of Caring, a
child/family centered support program. While the Tribc has developed excellent
services over the years, limited access to a full range of services most needed by
the children has been a serious problem. Likcwise, the need for greater cultural
identity among the children is esscntial to their personal development. We
belicve that the Sphere will help resolve these problems and that a greater number
of children will achieve academic succcss, competitive job skills, and economic
security as a result of the implementation of this program.

We strongly support the program and look forward to continued work with the
Tribe to assure the futurc of our students and their chjldren. Please contact my
office 1f' I can be of any assistance.

Sincerely,

Pl Gl

Richard Gantman, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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Board of Directors
Filen Dodsan, President
him Freeman

Trish Hart

Rues Pipitter-Hayt
David Sealth

April 25, 2005

Institute of Museum and Library Services
1100 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington D.C. 20506 .

District Administration
IR0 323 20
Superintendent

Dt Richard Gantiman
Assistant Supcrintendent .
Tim Yoomans Re *

Spedial Projects Director
Dr Gary Wall

Special Programs Director
Paritia Bicher
360.363.2012

Curmculum Director

Trina Hall

360).3R3.2013

Nooksack Tribal Library

Dear Institute of Museum and Library Services:

I am pleased to write this letter of support for the Nooksack Tribe’s grant proposal
for the enhancement of their Tribal Library. The Nooksack Tribe and Mount
Baker School District have an excellent relationship and collaborate in a number
of ways to support our students and improve our community

.y ) .
too P'm‘,'\‘::n: The recent development of the Nooksack Tribal Library has been an cxcellent

360383 204 addition to our rural community. Not only has the library provided myriad
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Mr, Hewdi Weisert-Peataw

Juntor High Schoo)

Charles Putleinh
Mount Baker High School

Assistant Frincipal
1 e Gerhardy

Transportation &

Mount Baker

360.383.2030

360.382.2015
Principal
Steve King

Facilities
Supervisor
frank Cain
1603832000

Fly Fickian opportumities to Nooksack Tubal children, it has also given all students in our
(w“‘i"";g'g} district additional opportunities for research and inquiry. Our school district
" ames Frey covers over five-hundred square miles and yet therc are no jncorporated towns
endal within our boundaries; access to resources such as the library arc very limited.
1603832035 The enhancement of Tribal Library will be a great benefit to the Tribe, the School
m&ggﬁ‘;‘\’; District, and the community.
Ca-Principal Itis a great privilege to live and work in a community with the Nooksack Tribe. |

find it very rewarding to interact with the rich culture and wonderful people of the
Tribe. The enhancement of the Tribal Library will be of great benefit to our rural
community. I strongly support the Tribe’s project and am hopeful that it will
receive full funding.

Sincerely,

Al O sl

Richard-Gantman, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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Board of Directors
Ellen Dadson, President
lim Frerman

Trish Hart

Rics Pleiffre-Hoyt
David Smith

District Administration
360 283.200
Superintendent

{r. Richard Gantman
Assistant Superintendent
Tim Yeornans

Special Projects Director
Dr. Gary Wall

Spedal Programs Dlrector
Patriciy Bicber
W0.38%.700

Curmlculum Director

SCHOOL DISTRICT

April 28, 2006

Institute of Museum and Library Services
1100 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington D.C. 20506 .

Rc:  Nooksack Tribal Library

Dear Institute of Muscum and Library Services:

1 am pleased to write this letter of support for the Nooksack Tribe’s grant proposal
for the cnhancement of their Tribal Library. The Nooksack Tribe and Mount

ml;'"“,{,',“f Baker School District have an excellent relationship and collaborate in a number
of ways to support our students and improve our community
oo ?"M,'\p:; The recent development of the Nooksack Tribal Library has been an cxcellent
360383065 addition to our rural community. Not only has the library provided myriad
Ellm Frirkson opportunities to Nooksack Tribal children, it has also given all students in our
M";;";g"g district additional opportunities for rescarch and inquiry. Our school district
ey covers over five-hundred square miles and yet there are no incorporated towns
Kendall within our boundaries; access to resources such as the library are very limited.
360,363 2055 The enhancement of Tribal Library will be a great beneﬁt to the Trbe, the School
{o-Prncipa District, and thc community.
David Boeringa
to-Prindipal It is a great privilege to live and work in a community with the Nooksack Tribe. I

T Heydi Weisert-Meataw

find it very rewarding to interact with the rich culture and wonderful people of the

i ":,’g:tsﬁg Tribe. The enhancement of the Tribal Library will be of great benefit to our rural
360,383 2030 community. I strongly support the Tribe’s project and am hopeful that it will
Charles Burleigh

Mount Baker High School
160.383.2015

reccive full funding.

Frinclpal .
Sieve King Sincerely,
Asststant Priricipat
Laura Gerhardy M M M&_’
. v Richard Gantman, Ed.D.
ransportation & ?
Facilities Superintendent
Supervisor
Frank Cain
160.382, 2060
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Board of Directors
Fllen Dodson, President
lim Freeman

Trich Hart

ftn3s Peitter-Hoyr
David Smith

District Administration
360,383, 2000
Superintendent

. Hichard Gantman
Assistant Supefintendent
Tim Yoomang

Speclal Prajects Director
Dr. Gary Wall

Speclal Programs Mirector
Parricia Bichtr
360.223.001)

Currlcwdum Director

Trina Hall

03212013

School Principals
Acme

164).383. 2045

Fllyn Fricksan

Hatmany
360.383.2050
James Frey

Kendalt

303832055
Ca-Princypal

Davidl Bacringa
(a-Principal

D Heldt Welseri-Peataw

Mount Baker
Juntor High School
613230030
Charles Burleigh

Mnnnt Paker High School
$00383.2015

Frnipa!

Steve King

hssistant Principal

l.awra Gerhaedt

Transportation &
Faafities
Supervisor

Frank Cain
160.383.2060

May 10, 2005

Officc of Museum Scrvices

Institute of Muscum and Library Services

110 Pennsylvania Ave, NW Suite 609 .
Washington, D.C. 20506

Re: Native American/Native Hawaiian Museum Services Grant

Dear Office of Museum Services:

I am pleased to write this letter of support for the Nooksack Tribe’s grant proposal
for the enhancemcnt of their Nooksack Tribal Cultural Heritage Center. The
Nooksack Tribe and Mount Baker School District have an cxcellent relationship
and collaborate in a number of ways to support our students and improvc our
community

The devclopment of the Nooksack Tribal Cultural Heritage Center has been an
exccllent addition to our rural community. Not only has the Center provided
myniad opportunities to Nooksack Tribal children, it has also given our
community a deeper understanding of its rich and vnique history. The continued
development of the Nooksack Tribal Cultural Heritage Center has helped us to
develop a sense of place; there are no incorporated towns in the 500 square miles
that our school district serves and the Tribe’s efforts and activities are core to who
we are as a community. The continued devclopment of the Nooksack Tribal
Cultural Heritage Center is of great importance to us.

It is a great privilege to live and work in a community with the Nooksack Tribe. 1
find it very rewarding to interact with the rich culturc and wonderful people of the
Tnbe. I strongly support the Tribe’s project and am hopeful that it will recejve
full funding.

Richard Gantman, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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SCHOOL DISTRICT o .

Board of Directors
Efer Drrkeon, Provident
ltm Freeman
Tesh Han
P Pleiftes-Hopt May 12, 2004
David S
o Patrick Check
B Tribal Administrator
Superimendent Nooksack Indian Tribe .
o P.n}uu! Ganiman
HantSipeotonden Deming, WA 98255
Spedial Projects Director
0. Gary Wal ]
Spedial Programs Director Dear Patn‘:k’
Patiicia Bicber
0,383 002 Thank you for the great news that the Tribal Council is intercsted in making a
(urelam Dt donation to the Mount Baker School District. As you can imagine, in these times
03832013 of increasing student needs, higher community expcctations, and more limited
resources, the news of a contribution to our schools is very cxciting!
School Principals e e e 1 . .. .
Ame Mount Baker School District’s highest educational priority is to improve the
360.383.205 literacy of every student in our schools. It is a well-known fact that literacy is the
Flyn Fickson key to academic and career success. Furthcrmore, research has shown that the
o most effective approach to helping underachieving students is to help teachers
sames Fray learn different teaching methods. Therefore, the funds donated by the Tribe will .
Kendall assist us with our staff development program to assist teachers in their efforts to
33832055 help struggling readers.
(n-Principal )
Navid Bacringa Once again, | want to thank you and the Tribal Council for your generosity.
Co-Frincipal

U {ieidh Weieart Peatow

Mount Baker

Junior High School
360.381.2030

Charles Burleigh

Mount Baker High School
IA.3RI2015

Mrincipal

Sieve King

Aesjstant Pringipal

Laurd Gorhardy

Transportation &
Faclities
Supervisor

Frank Cain

Mount Baker School District is very fortunate to have such an excellent
rclationship with the Nooksack Tribe. [ look forward to continuing our
collaborative efforts to enhance the education of all children.

Sincerely,
Dr. Richard Gantman
Supecrintendent
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Board of Dieectors
Ellen Doadenn, Proidont
s Eimoman
T Han
liwad Sruth
it ﬂ‘; ;;i i Washington State Arts Commission
Sopein Ants Participation Initiative Grant .
Tr Richrd Gantman 711 Capital Way S. Suitc 600
Assistant Superintendent PO Box 42675
Tim Yeyna .
Special Pojects Dector Olympia WA 98504-2675
O Gary Wal
SpecialPrograms Director July 20, 2005
Patricia Bicher ‘
360,383,201 . s gs
Currulum Directar RE: Nooksack Tribe Grant Application
Trina Hal .
303837013 Dear Washington State Arts Commission:
School Principals It gives me great pleasure to write this letter of support for the Nooksack Indian Tribe's
_ Aome Arts Participation Initiative proposal. Many of the Tribe’s children attend Mount Baker
]E?,::;(:D:; School District schools; the Tribe and the District have a wonderful relationship and a
" N long history of working together. Most recently we have been working with the Cultural
armon; _
160,383 2052: Heritage Center.
Jawes Froy .
Kendall The Cultural Heritage Center has }Jeen dping outstanding wor.k in helping Nooksack
30.363.2055 youth develop a strong identity with their ancestry and the Tribe. One specific program
i co.Pnnqpan is designed to focus on high school students who have expericnced academic and/or
Mp::,‘;‘m.’qal hehavior difficulties. The Tribal Education Department, Triba) Library, the Nativc
-Principa

Dr_Heteli Wotsart -Peatow

Mount Baker
Junior High School
3603832070 Mount Baker School District supports the further development of the Cultural Arts
CharesBurteigh course. The course has great potential to help our students develop their identity and self
Maunt Baker High School confidence. ] have high hopes of this proactive approach being of great benefit to our
30383015 ' ' :
o students.
Sleve King L. .
Assistant Princlpal In summary, the Mount Baker School District strongly supports the Nooksack Indian
Lautd Gehandr Tribe’s Arts Participation Initiative proposal. The expansion of the Cultural Heritage
Center’s work will benefit Mount Baker students and will also enrich our community.
Transportation &
Facilities Y .. . PN
s::::"; Pleasc contact me if T can be of any additional support to the Nooksack Indian Tribe's
Fmr;k Qain efforts.
363 192080

American Language program, and the Cultural Heritagc Center have worked together to
develop a Cultural Arts course that will be of great value to these students.

Respectfully,

Hoh b ey

Richard Gantman, E4.D.
Superintendent
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Tel:360.383.200¢
Fax:360.383.200¢

PO Box 95 - 4956 Demina Rc.
Deming, WA 98244-009°
www.mtbakerwednet.ed:
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SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Directars
= o, President
sfeeran | September 10, 2001
Terch Hart
Fus; Pleiffee-Heyt
David 5milth J Udy JOSEph
Puget Sound Agency
District Adminictration | BUreau of Indian Affairs
w3200 | 2707 Colby Ave #1101
Scperistendent | Everett, WA 98201 .
B Fchard Gantman
Asslstant Superintendent .
Tmyeomars | D€AT Ms. Joseph:
Specal Pm’ﬁ_‘g :(\::;1 I am writing this letter to express my strong support for the Nooksack Tribe's economic
Spedal Paqrams Direcror | development project. The project will bring much needed commercial, community and cultural
FamcaBieter | activities to the grcater Deming area. Furthermore, the Nooksack Tribe has been an excellent

169.382.2012

Curriculum Director
Trina Hall
360 383.2013

School Principals

neighbor to the Mount Baker Schoo) District and I am certain that the continued development of
the Tribal lands will give the Tribe and the District many opportunities to enhance our partnership.

Mount Baker School District is located in rural Whatcom County. Our district encompasscs 504
square miles, our busses travel 500,000 mile each year, and yet there is not a single incorporated
town within our boundaries. This rural characteristic of our area places an inordinate importance

Acme
IR0 1 on the District and the Tribe for a sense of community for the people we serve. The Tribe's project
UynLeickeon § oy add a variety of activities and services that will be of great value to the children and adults of
, w’::;mm our District. The athletic fields will help relicve some of the pressure on our school’s limited
amesiey | T1€lds. The hotel and RV park will offer our visitors an option for accommodations without having
kendati | 1O travel back into town. The museum and native crafis center will be of great use to our students
wunss | who study the Pacific Northwest. The Natural Science Center will be of value to our students in
te-runcipal § - their studics, and will be of additional value because of the partnership that the District has with the
David Bocrlnga Tribe.
(o Prncipa!
o eser Feaow | 0 aunt Baker School District and the Nooksack Tribe have a wonderful relationship that keeps
mnim”:;::rsf:z; improving. Our high school Manufacturing Technology class is working with tribal artisans to
w3 | bring native crafts to our students and to give native students an opportunity to increase their sclf-
s turleigh | awareness. One of our science teacher is working with the Tribe in the development of the Natural
Mount Baker Kigh Schoot | Science Center to include cennections to state curriculum and to address higher order thinking
W | skills, Our athletic department is coramunicating with the Tribe about the potential for the District
S‘::L““('f‘“‘;‘ to use the softball and baseball fields. Our teachers and support staff works closely with the Tribal
redstantpancipat | Education Center to best meet the needs of our Native Amcrican students. And our district’s
taGerhde | leadership team works with the Tribal Council to maintain an ongoing understanding of each
other’s work.
Transportation &
faglities | There is a scnse of excilement in rural Whatcom County about the Tribe's vision of the future.
S;M:V‘_'Séf Their economic development project brings great hope for a giant step forward for the
wiwo | unincorporated town of Deming. As superintendent of the Mount Baker School District I

enthusiastically support the Nooksack Tribe’s project and respectfully encourage the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to support and facilitate the success of the Tribe’s cfforts. Plcase let me know if I
can be of any additional assistance in supporting the Nooksack Tribe in the pursuit of their dreams.

SIEN O

Richard Gantman, Ed. D.
Superiniendent
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> Tel: 360.333.200¢

‘w.' Fax:360.383.200¢

% PO Box 95 + 4956 Deming Rc
Deming, WA 98244-009:

WBW www.mtbaker.wednet.ed

SCHooOoL DISTRICT ——

Board of Divectors

{Ben Dedson, Predery

Jim[reeman

Teshilan . .

Puzs Pletfies-Hoyt Nooksack Trbal Council
Devid st P.O. Box 157

Deming, WA 98244
District Administration

3628160 .
Superintendent

O Ricturd Ginman March 29, 2005

Assistant Superintendent
Tim Yeomans
Special Projects Director

Gary W; ) L
smiawmgrag"s ﬁmf Dear Tribal Council;

Patricia Biehe:

IR On behalf of the Mount Baker School Board and the entire Mount Baker
mmmm,ﬁ:{fﬁ;{ Community [ want to express our deepest appreciation for th§ recent donation
360,382,703 that you made to the Mount Baker School District. In these times of_ budget
challenges your donation will belp us maintain our exccllént co-cumcplar
) programs and continuc our efforts to help all students achieve academic
Cme

300.383.204% success.

Fllyn Fricksan

School Principals

Mount Baker School District places great value on the relationship that we
,-*-]’ZZT’“,E"Z have with the Nooksack Trihe. Wc are honored to be your neighbors and to
160,333 2050

James (rey share the common purpose of serving the community’s children.

10 ,:”;g;" Thank you again and best wishes for continued success in all of your
(03822055 ¢
Co-Pringipal endeavors.
Bavid Boeringa
Co-Principat
D Heldl Welsert-Peataw .
Sincerely,
Mount Baker

Junior High School M M
360,323 2030
Charies Buleigh Dr. Richard Gantman

Maunt Baker High School Superintendent
3603832015

Pancpal

Stevr King
Assistaat Princlpat
| aura Geehards

Transportation &
fadilities
Supervisor

Frank ain

360,385 2060

RN N N N N N N NN N N N N  F N FE F N XX EYEY)
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4 V Opportunity Kay Sardo

. y / CounCll ,_ Executive Director

P ahuman service agency _ .. Extension 216

. imn e

Pocogmiae) 72

Sarn Juan Ceuntics since 1965 April 24, 2006 . c/ c[
/ pu s 1t S

Narz Cunanan - ' per” (A
Nooksack Indian Tribe oL tdor s
5016 Deming Rd., PO Box 157 e /4;\( ]
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- W W W W

w v W W

Whatcom County

1111 Cornwal! Ave., Suite C

Bellingham, WA 98225
(3G0) 734-5121

(800) 649-5121

Fax (360) 671-0541

Energy & Home Repair
1701 Ellls Street
Belllngham, WA. 98225
{360) 733-6559

Fax (360) 671-2753

ECONW

220 Unity 5t., Suite 102
Bellingham, WA. 98225
(360) 734-8396

Fax (360) 671-5096

fsland County

1791 NE 1=t Ave.

P.O. Box 922

Oak Harbor, WA 98277
(380) 879-86577

(800) 317-5427

Fax (360) 678-2440

San Juan County
(800) 649-5121

WWW.0ppCo.org

Deming, WA 98244 &MMW

Dear Narz:

Thank you for your generous donation of $10,006.00 to the Opportunity Council
on April 24, 2006. Your donation helps us to cdntinue providing:

v emergency housing for families with children;

v" hot, nutritious meals two days a week for the homeless, working poor, or
mentally ill at Maple Alley Inn;

v" child care and preschool programs for homeless and low-income children
through our Early Childhood Opportunities Northwest and Childcare &
Family Resources programs;

¥ help for homeless children to stay in school, including provision of the
materials they need to succeed through our annual School Supply Drive;

v" and many other vital community services.

The Opportunity Council’s status as a non-profit corporation under I.R.S. section
501 (c) (3) may make your donation tax-deductible. We have not provided any
goods or services in consideration of your contribution. Therefore, your entire
contribution may be deductible as a charitable contribution for federal income
tax purposes. Please consider this letter as your receipt for check #94610, dated
April 18, 2006.

1 appreciate your support for the Opportunity Coundil. Your contribution will

make a substantial difference in the lives of people who are seeking to help
themselves in Island, San Juan and Whatcom counties.

Sinc ,

Kay Sardo
Ks/dl

CC: Sebnum Pura, Bill Coleman
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Friends of the Deming Library Expansion Campaign
POB 357 Deming WA 98244 360-592-2422

PAGE ©4/18

" Nooksack Indan Jribe

Date: Jm '1, 1006

RE: Donation to the Deming Library Expansion Campaign
Your donation amount: ‘10, 000. o0

Friends of the Deming Library [RS 1.D. number 91-1332148
Dear M@/M}J”‘ES O‘{C “‘{Q UO("C:SQCK Tnd iOWTW }JQ,)

The Friends of the Deming Library thank you for your interest and support in our
expansion project. In the past twenty years, the library has grown through the
support of patrons, community groups, and businesses. Your generosity will help
us improve library service for the generations to come.

Your donation is a qualified charitable contribution under IRS code section
501(c)(3). No goods or services were provided for the above referenced donation
which makes your donation 100% tax deductible.

With appreciation and regards,

Sharon Digby
Friends of the Deming Library
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Densnis L. Carlson, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Lynden School District No. 504 )
- Rick Thompson

1203 Bradley Road * Lynden, Washington 98264 ' Rick Th Lo
(360) 354-4443 » Fax (360) 354-7662 Directorof Curriculum & Student Learning

Doug Adelstein
Director of Human Resources & Grant Monics

Steve Dahl
Director of Special Programs

June 30, 2006

Mr. Narz Cunanan
Tribal Council Chairman
Nooksack Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 157

Deming, WA 98244

Dear Chairman Cunanan:

This letter is to express the appreciation of the Lynden School District Board of Directors in
regard to the $10,000 donation you made to the school district on behalf of the Nooksack
Tribe. The Board understands that your donation was made with “no strings attached™ and
that the money can be spent for any purpose the Board approvecs.

At this time the Board has not identified any specific program or activity to support with your
donation although a few possibilities have been suggested. The money will be included in our
2006-07 fiscal vear budget for expenditure during that time period. It is my hope that we will
be able to use the Nooksack Tribe’s donation to impact the lives of many of our more needy
students in a way that will contribute to their future success.

Thank you,

" Wewr L e

Dennis L. Carlson, E4.D.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY /7 AFFIAMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

----U'-'-.-'..."'..'.'.‘..’..'.'."""...‘“
‘ DR .
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-2 From: | 12/08/2005 13213 4002 P.002/004

Burean of Indian Affairs
" Puget Sound Agency
2707 Colby Ave. - Suitc 1101
Everett, Washington 98201-3665 -
| {425) 258-2651 ‘ :

November 10, 2005

Hoporable Narcisco Cunanan
Chairmman

Nooksack indian Tribe -
P.O.Box 157 .

Demmg, WA 98244

Aﬂn Patrick Check, Tribal Administrator

' Dear Cbalrman Cunsman:

, You rcccntly requested written verification of property you identified as the "Northwood Parcel"
 currently heldin trust for the Nooksack Tribe We beliove the parcel is further identified as
© Nooksack Public Domain Allotment No. T4239-B, Louis Sacquilty, allottee, which the Tribe
‘ purchased from Matilda Tom Carson by deed approved February 2, 1984 and recorded at the
" Portland Area Office, Titles.and Records Section as document number 111 231. The purchased

propérty contatins a total of 20.00. acres, more ot less. The legal dcscnpuon of T4239-B appears
- on the enclosed copy of the Deed To Restricted Indian Land.

This purchase was a trust to trust conveyance with trust ownership of the parcel transferring to
the Tribe as of February 2, 1984.

- In atcordanee with the stated Article I of the Nooksack Tribe Constitution and Bylaws, the Tribe
. would have jurisdiction over its own lands, including the “Northwood Parcel." 1f the Noaksack
Tribe bas developed and adopted tand usc and environmental procésses, regulations, and/or
_ordinances; they should be applicable to the proposed development on this tract. The preparation

“and approval of any Tribal environmiental and other nelatcd documents would be solely within
the jurisdiction of the Tribe.
Sincerely,

k.

Judith R. Joseph
Superintendent

Fnclosure
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United States Department of the Interior M

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

NOV 2 1 2005

Honorable Narcisco Cunanan

Chaitman, Nooksack Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 157

5016 Deming Road
Deming, Washington 98244-0157

Dear Chairman Cunanan:

g

L J

| J

®

®

|

|

®

®

®

°®

®

® On October 11, 2005, we received the Fourth Amendment to the Tribal-State Compact

® for Class 11l Gaming between the Nooksack Indian Tribe and the State of Washington,

® executed on September 14, 2005 (Amendment). We have complcted our review of this

® Amendment and conclude thz}t .it does not violate the Indian Gaming Regullatqry_Act of
1988 (IGRA), any othcr provision of Federal law that does not relate to jurisdiction over

® gaming on Indian lands, or thc trust obligations of the United States to Indians.

o Therefore, pursuant to my delegated authority and Section 11 of IGRA, we approve the

® Amendment. This Amendment shall take effcct when the notice of our approval,

®

L

®

®

P

9

®

®

P

9o

®

P

L J

L 4

o

L 4

[

L 4

[ 4

[ 4

pursuant to Section 11(d)(3)(B) of IGRA, 25 U.S.C. §2710 (d)(3)(B, is published in thc
Federal Register.

We wish the Tribe and the State continued success in their economic venture.

Sincerely,

-

bgt_‘ﬁg, Principal Deputy Assistant Sccretary- Indian Affairs

Identical Lettcr Addressed to: Honorable Christine Gregoire
Governor, Statc of Washington
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Nooksack Indian Tribe Memorandum S

DATE: December 12,2005
TO: Nooksack Tribal Council
FROM: Edward J. Wurtz, Genetal Counsel

RE: Telephone conference with Penny Coleman,
Genetal Councdil, NIGC

Patrick Check and T had a telephone conference today with Penny Coleman, General
Council for the National Indian Gaming Commission. We discussed the Northwood project.
It was explained to het that we wete planning a Class IT facility on trust land obtained priot to
1988, with the land under the jurisdiction of the Nooksack Indian Tribe, and there would be
no management contract for the facility. We informed het of the letter from the Burcau of
Indian Affatrs, dated November 10, 2005, confioming that the land was taken into trust as of
February 2, 1984 and that the land is within the jutisdiction of the Nooksack Indian Tube.
She stated that the NIGC would have no issues with the facility, except for internal control
measutes. She requested that we send a letter to the NIGC, along with a copy of the letter
from the BIA, informing them of the project. She indicated that the letter would be kept on
file fot information putposes.

THIS MATEER IS ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND IS CONFIDEN'T1AL.

86/11
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Nooksack Indian Tribe Memorandum T

DATE: Dccember 16, 2005

TO: Nooksack Business Corporation and the Nooksack
Triba) Council

FROM: Edward ]. Wurtz, General Counsel

RE: Class II Casino ar North Woods

Acting as counsel to the Nooksack Business Corporation (NBC) and the Nooksack
Indian Ttibe (NTT) in connection with the development of a Class IT gaming facility at

Notthwood, I have examined the following:
1. The Consttution and Bylaws of the Ttibe (the “Constirution and Bylaws”™).
2. The Nooksack Tribal Code of Laws.
3. The Gatning Regulations of thec Nooksack Gaming Commission.

4. 'The Chatter of Incorposation of the Nooksack Business Corporation (the “Chatter of
Incorporation™).

5. The Gaming Compact between the Nooksack Indian Trbe and the State of
Washington.

6. Federal regulations dealing with tribal gaming, including the Indian Gaming
Regulatory Act (IGRA), the Johnson Act, and Federal case law.

7. Deced to Northwood property, dated June 16, 1975, Bureau of Indian Affairs.

8. A lettct from the Burcau of Indian Affairs, datced November 10, 2005, confirming:
a. The land was taken into trust as of February 2, 1984.
b. The land is within the jurisdiction of the Nooksack Indian Tribe.

I have also reviewed such questions of law, including without limitation the televant
ordinances and resolutions of the Tribal Council (“Tribal Law”), as I have considered
necessary and appropriate for the purposes of my opinions set forth below.

In tendcting my opinions set forth below, I have assumed the authenticity of all
documents submitted to me as originals, the genuineness of all signatures (othet than the
signatures of the officers of the Nooksack Business Corporation and the Tribe) and the
conformity to authentic originals of all documents submitted to me as copics. 1 have also

THIS MATTER IS ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND 1S CONFIDENTIAL.

ANNINIIIm

87/11
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assumed the legal capacity for all purposes relevant hereto of all narural persons and, with
respect to all parties to agteements or instruments relevant hereto other than the Nooksack
Busincss Corporation and the Tube, that such partics had the requisite power arid authority
(corporate ot otherwise) to execute, deliver and perform such agreements or instrurvents, that
such agreements or instruments have been duly authorized by all requisite action (corporate
or otherwise), executed and delivered by such parties and that such agreements or instruments
are the valid, binding and enforccable obligations of such parties.

Based on the foregoing, I am of the opinion that:

1. The Nooksack Business Corporation is a tribally chartered corporation organized
under the Charter of Incorporation, wholly-owned by the Tribe.

2. The Nooksack Indian Tribe is a fedetally recognized Indian tribe, otganized under a
Constitution and Bylaws adopted under 25 U.S.C. § 476 and approved by the
Sectetary of the Interior on September 23, 1973.

3. The govetning body of the NBC 1s its Corporate Boatd. The Corporate Board, with
the prior approval of the Tribal Council, has full power and authority to bind the
NBC to financing documents to which it is a party without further action of the
membership of the Tribe.

4. The goveming body of the NIT is the Tribal Council. The Tribal Council has full
power and authority to bind the NIT to financing documents to which it is a party
without further action of the membership of the NIT.

5. Thc NBC, acting through the Corporate Board and the Tribal Council, has full power
and authortity to cater into financing documents to which it is a party, to perform its
obligations thereunder and to give a lien on the collateral described therein.

The NIT, acting through the Ttibal Council, has full power and authortity to cnter into
financing documents to which it is a party, to pcrform irs obligations thereunder and
to give a lien on the collatesal desctibed therein.

7. The cxccution, delivery and performance by the NBC and the NIT of financing
documents to which they are parties will not violate ot conflict with the Constitution
and Bylaws, the Charter of Incorporanon or the Tribal Law, any agreement or
contract to which the NBC or. the NIT is a party or by which their respective
properties are bound, ot any law, ordinance, order, writ, injunction or decree of any
court, administrative agency ot govermmental authouty by which the NBC, the NIT or
their respective propetties ate bound.

8. Therc arc no legal or governmental proceedings, pending or threatened, against the
NBC or the NIT wherein an unfavorable decision, ruling or finding would have a
material adverse effect on the validity or security of financing documents, the
transactions conteroplated thereby, or the right and power of the NBC to operate a
gaming enterprise of the night and power of the NIT and the NBC to enter into

"“‘.“‘“"..........A........-vvvvvvvvvv
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10.

11.

14.

15.

financing documents to which they are parties and to perform their (;_ln_ligations
thereunder or the transactions contemplated therein.

There arc no requirements undes Federal law for compact negotiations with the State
of Washington for Class II gaming. Under IGRA, 2 statc has no authority to tegulate
Class IT Indian gaming,

The proposed gaming facilities are to be wholly owned by the NIT, operated by the
NBC on behalf of the NIT, and are to bc located on lands held by the United States
of America in trust for the NIT, which have been held in trust sifice prior to QOctober
17, 1988, over which the NIT exetcises governmental power within the meaning of
IGRA, and which constitute “Indian lands” within thc meaning of 25 U.S.C. 2703(4).
The proposed gaming facilities have access over a public road and there are not now
and have not been any adversc issucs concerning easements fot or access to the
proposed gaming facilities.

Any secutity agreements and account control agreements creatc valid and enforceable
security intetests in favor of the sccured parties identified therein in the collateral
described therein to secure the obligations of the NBC according to the terms thereof.
The collateral is free and cleat of all other security interests, liens or encumbrances.

. No consent, approval, authorization or order of, and notice to or filing with, any

governmental agency or body or any court, including specifically the Secrctary of the
Interior of the United States, is required to be obtained or made by the NBC or the
NIT under any applicable law in conncction with the execution, delivery and
performance of financing documents or as a condition of their validity or
enforceability.

. Any provisions of financing documents telating to the arbitration of disputes ate valid

and enforceable against the NBC and the NIT and do not conflict with the
Constitution and Bylaws, the Charter of Incorporation or any applicable law. The
limited waivets of soveteign iramunity given by the NBC and the NIT in financing
documents constitute valid and enforceable watvers of the sovereign immunity of the
NBC and the NIT and to the subtnission to the jurisdiction of the courts specified in
financing documents, to the extent and subject to the conditions specified in financing
documents. Such limited waivers of sovereign iramunity ate irrcvocable.

The Bank 1s not required to obtain any license or suitability determination in
connection with the transactions contemplated by financing documents.

Financing documents do not constifute a “management contract” within the meaning
of 25 US.C. § 2711. No management contract will be sought for the new gaming
facility. C





